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ROSY OUTLOOK FOR BRITISH WOMEN IS WAR RESULT

IHIS is the third of a series of
articles concerning the future

of British women and their
reaction from the war written by
Mrs. Borden Harriman, noted
American sociologist, now touring
Euwrope studying post-war condi-
tions, Her article next week in
The New York Herald Magazine
will start a series about women on
the Continent.

By MRS. BORDEN HARRIMAN,
Bpecial Correspondence te THe New Yorg
Herarp.,

Copyright, 1921, by Tae New York Heravrp.

Loxpox, Aug., 21
EFQORE leaving New York we were
B told by an editor just returned from
England that active progresg over
hére was in a state of partinl collapse
“gone blaa.," as he described It

He had been here during the cosl strike
and immediately after it. when this whole
country was standing aghast at the atupefy
Ing prosflects, At that time the superficia
indications that would tend to support his
opinion were more evident than they are
now, but, on the other hand, this statement
by our editorial friend has served only to
throw into high relief the Immense activity
in every directlon that may be found,

It is not a superficial activity. The great
forces of progress, working beneath the sur
face until the catastrophe of the war made
them apparent, have again =ubsided from
thelr spectarular eruption. But that they
are immensely active cannot be doubted by
any one who probes beneath the surface,
Through all classes of people, opinion and
standards great changes are at work. Thers
{8 little nolsy evidence of this univeraal stiy-
ring and fermentation of ideas, but It comes
to the top.at every crisls of political and
economic lfe and it shows itself in a thou-
sand minor detalls.

The conservatism of England and of Eng-
lich Hfe and thought forms a crust over the
top of what is really golng on-
it the new forces are busily at work.

The chunge that is most notieeable to the
onlooker iz the gathering strength of the
democratic spirit in the relations between
class and class. The Government of Eng-
land has long been one of the most demo-
eratic in the world, but, right alongside of
it, the social life of England has remalned
practically caste ridden—frozen into its form
by the conservatism that is the basis of
Fnellsh character. We see everywhere un-
mistakable evidence of the breaking down
of the old time rigidity of the social strue-
ture,

The people of England were united for a
single ohjective during the war, High and
low, rich and poor—they were one in pur-
pose, affected equally by the agony of fail-
ure and the elation of success, hound to-
gether by a common hope and by a com-
mon fear. They learned, as never before,
how trivial are the distinctions of class and
how independent of any class distinctions
are the personal attributes of courage, in-
telligence and resolution; and they haven't
fnrght!on it, Class justified itself to class In
tHe common effort, and the old bairlers
went down,

They were anclent barriers—mortised in
conturles of conservatism; but when they
fell there arose a new sapirit of equality,
tused on Individual merit. In horse show
anguage, the relative value of conformation
to performance has been changed.

Formerly It was conformation that
counted most—what a man or woman Was;
pow it is performance that counts—what a

mnn or woman does E
Nowhere I8 this new democracy more
marked than it Is among the women, and

especially among the vast body of those who
made up the war organization behind the
lines., With them, sisters In effort and in
sorrow as they were, It s an enduring and
vital force to-day,

Unified by thls new element, their work is
jargely one of preparation for future and
greater activities, Women everywhers ‘are
consolidating thelr galns, preparing them-
gelves for the new advances that they must
make in the near future.

What 1s actually taking place Is that now
that they have the theoretieal liberties they
are trving to get them practically

Fighting Unjust Discrimina«tion
In Civil Service Appointments

For instance, they are allowed civil ser-
vice appointments, but s=o far only those
that are consldered especinlly within wom-
en's province, whereas the women feel that
all civll service appolntments -should be
open to &ny woman who has the brains
and abiiity to perform the dutles invelved,
and they will make a fight to that end,
At present there is much unjust discrimina-
tion against thelr employment in adminis-
trative capacities.

Women are now adinitted to the judiclal
bench. Mrs, Fawcett, the eminent suffrage
leader, sits na a thagistrate In one of the
municipnl eourts,  Also women are siiting
on juries, and the effect nmazing, as It
brings home thelp responsibilities not only
to the intellectual but tn overy
woman who is Impanelled,

Inevitably In the next ten years
procedure  will change. the zal
of women will have to be adjusted to
form to thelr political rights

Of course there i the fact, to which
tlon wus drawn in an earller article,
the Industrial field worhen have
from the effort to give every avallable
to men, Naturally, one
resented this, but there has been exception
taken to the giving of positions to men who
servies at the front In preférence
without whose labore in Lhe

thi eonld never have
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1t augurs well for the next generation
that pnrents of young girle nre training
them to a profession The tralning schools
and their walting Uste are full

Bodford College, the womnan's college of
the University of London, had before the
wnr an onrolment of about 400 students,
To-day It I= taxed to |t= utmost capaeity,
having 650 students enrolled, amd a long
walting list This s an example of tha
value now pliaced n education for the
professions,

Thir gollege. a ploncer of Its kind, was
entablinhed In 1545, and has grown from
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Mrs. Harriman Finds New and Progressive Forces at Work to Aid r ISt

Feminine Population, With the Democracy Fostered by Common
Cause Against the Enemy Growing in Peace Time---Better
Education Demanded and Entrance Into Politics Broad- —
ens Sex---Limitation of Armaments Stirs Enthusiasm

English factory workers at fire drill.
Jimitation of armaments, a topic paramount in British womeén's minds.

In circle is Lady Gladstone, enthusiastic advocate of the

sparious grounds and gardens, and gives full
degrees in arts and sclence and in the first
two examinations for medical degrees, It
furnishes well appointed laboratories and
lbraries and has comfortable living quarters
for ninety of its students,

The majority of its graduates become
tepchers, and ils faculty is of the general
opinion that teaching is still the best profes-
slon open to women in this country.

Among the recently inaugurated services
open to women is the women's police force
of the city of London—the women constables
that American visitors may see on duty to-
day in most of thé crowded London streets.

There are 100 of these feminine guardians
of the public welfare, with twelve officers,
and at thelr headguarters at Scotland Yard
we met thelr chief, Mrs, Stanley, a charm-
ing and, cultivated woman, She described
thelr dutles as belng primarily connected
with women and children and thelr varlous
functions as tending to the prevention
rather than to the detection of crime,

In 1814 special conditions arising out of
the war led to the organization by private
enterprise, but with the approval of the au-
thorities, of women patrols. Their chlef
fields of usefulness lay in the supervision of
women and girls in and around the army
centres and training eamps and in looking
out for the dlatracted refugees from Belglium
ns they arrived In England,

Later on each war organization of women
had its own detachment of women patrols,
who functioned along the llnes of a military
pollce—all working under the central gov-
ernment authorities,

Power of New Women Patrols
Limited to Cooperative Work

After the war varlous organizations
brought forvward their influence to have a
woman's police force Incorporated pertoa-
nently in the clty administration, and Sir
Neviile Macready, the present head of the
London pollee force, obtained the sanction
of the Home Office for the present force of
women patrols, They take the same pre-
liminary training as the men, but they do
not stand on equal terms with them as yet.

They are not regularly sworn in to the police
force, nor ean they make arrests; they act,
rather, as an auxillary force and work in

cooperntlon with the many welfare organi-
satlons In reference to the resculng and
care of women and children.

They nre dolng o splendld work in that
line and have already brilllantly justified
thelr existence as o factor in municipal ad-

ministration

“Bahy Week” here has but just agne by,
bringing vividly to mind that the cause of
infant welfare ts one of the vital causes of
the world, 1t has been pointed out that up
to now the history of the world hns shown
very little arganized care for the welfars
of the very young. Soclety, It |8 true, has
built up the system of Individual homes,
monogamous in some countries, and polyg-
amous in others, in which the family unit
becomors the sheiter for the children, but

apart from this the nr;:umxml.nn of the
business hae hardly progressed.

The bables have been left to the individual
eare of thelr mothers, and the mothers have
been lsolnted one from another by the family
system itself. Medlea! pelence and rosearch
have only réeently begun to ausist that very

inadequate thing. maternal instinet, and the
public conseience has only recently hecome
Aware of ta common duty townard the young.

Within the last century, howoever, things
have been chaneing, and with the Increasing
political and ewvie power of women they
will change ptill more

It is no dispanragement to men to say this;
it Is but the normal course of even‘s: and
though, without doubt, many othes factors
have eontributed 1o |t It s guite Impossible
to deny that medienl research, educations!
improvement and Jdomestic hyglene have
advance? alde by side with the freedom of
woamen

And now, with political enfranchisement
legligintion will move in the same direction
Equal gunrdidnship, widows' penslons, ma
ternity Insurnnce, these and (hée other mems
mres deaipng for Infant protection wii Pars
into Iaw 1 and education will Im-

prove. and .1|.1. worst enemy of child life,

Typical London patrol woman. At
right is 8ir Neville Macready, police
head, who secured the authorization
for the auxiliary force.

adult dissipation, will be treated with the
severity It deserves,

And then perhaps
longer be needed,

Twice recently Lady Astor has brought
presstre to bear on the Home Secretary to
Induce him to appoint a woman as official
representative to the Oeneva conference on
the traffic In women and children. Denmark
has appolnted a woman as full voting dele-
gite, and Prance has sent a woman as alter.
nate delegate, but apparently nothing wil
perauade Mr. Shortt toeglve way, He
not even state what the real objection of
the British Government to a weman repre-
sentative Is, nor what thelr policy Is to be,
and such an attitude on such a subject s
a serjons thing for women,

Lady Astor pointed out
have dealt specially with thle subjeet here
in England have never been consulted, and
n man has been sent who knows practieally
nothing about it, My, SBhortt tried te pro-
tect himself from further awlkward questions
hy holding up the presence of one woman
memher«of the National Vigllance Assocla-
tion as adviser of Great Britain's repre-
gentative as a prool of the Government's
hrondmindedness where women nare con-
cerned,  But this ls not an official appoint-
ment, and the Government has no respon-
siblility for It,

The confereénce is nt this moment in ges-
slon, and It s consldering whether It shall
urge the Leagie of Natlons te appoint a
permanent international committes nd-
the eouncil of the league on all mat-
ters denling with white slave traffle. The
conference hns hefore [t a heavy task, and
its declslons will be eagerly awaited hy all
women's societies throughout the world,

Baby Weeks will no

thut those who

to

vime

In this country n large number of them
have already banded together, through the
machinery of Lady Astor's consultative com
mittes, to urga upon the eonference the ne-
cessity of safeguarding women from this

infamous traffie,

win,

Burely the near fulure presages strenu-
ous times for the women of England, They
are preparing to take thelr place in the pro-
fersions, and they will have a hand In the

In panel—Lady Astor, M. P., who”has done much for
In oval—Mrs. Fawcett, first woman Judge.

English

setting of the pattern that will come out of
the next ten years.

In the minds of many to-day, however, the
subject that holds first place, because It Is
the most momentous, |g disarmament. Mem-
bers of all classes will tell you that there is
nothing they-would not do or sacrifice to
make sure that there will never be another
devastating war.

Under a hedge on the outskirts of a
village in Surrev a little old woman sat one
warm evening last weelk and told tales of
the merrle England of her youth, She was
the last of her race—her son and grandsons
all belonging to the army of “The Glorious
Dead.”

“There is nothing lefi for me to pray for,"
she concluded, “but England—except to ask
for more love in the hearts of us all. We've
talked of Christ, but we haven't followed
Him—they've preached the splirit of love In
the churches, but haven't loved thelr nelgh-
bor. I've seen a lot In my time, and knowin’
all T do nowsy I'm sure there Is nothin' in
fightin’—and never was. It's like the beasts.
If I was young and knew how to do it I'd
give my life to be rid of fightin' machines
forever.” 8he parted from us and went on
her way toward the sunset glow, leaving
hehind her much food for thought.

In London on these hot days woimen may
be found who viously would have been
at Goodwood oy lready flown to the moors

or the seashore—women giving voluntary
service to assoclations working for world
peace,

In a small room in the League of Nations
Unlon & ‘beantiful woman, simply but
smartly dressed, {s busy every morning at
her desk. 8She 18 Lady Gladstone, the
daughter-in-law of the greaf Prime Minister.

“International cooperation is the Impor-
tant thing," she sald; “patrlotism of hu-
manity as against the patriotlsm of nation-
allty. I feel that there is nothing too
precious to sacrifice to bring about an agree-
ment among the nations fog limitation ef
armaments.'

This, put in another way, is but the senti-
ment expressed by that old woman encoun-
tered by chance beslde a S8urrey hedge.

Truly, a sentiment for disarmament is
running through the whole structure of so-
clety. May it bear fruit, and may the women
of the world not cease from thelr lahors untll
it does.

At the risk of censure for presenting too
rosy a view of the situation, or of incurring
the name of propagandist, we can only read
the book as it lies open before us. Any one
with the usual single portion of optimism
must be fillad with efthusiasm at the oblee-
tives already galned by Englishwomen and
at the spirft that is moving them toward
future advances,

There would be much to deprecate were
we writing of the muddliing of the Irish
question, the disgraceful slums, the stagna-
tion in relation to housing and in the han-
dling of many of the perplexing problems
of to-day, but we have been discussing
woman's next step Iln England—and in It
we find little to discourage and much that
makes for hopefulness,

From $7 a

HE youngest and poorest pald stock

I girl and all the abler and higher sal-

arled women of a big shop have
heard the atory of Myrtle MeCleary., It is a
star in the sky of thelr own hopes. Mrs.
McCleary began her work in the stores at
$7 a week, She now earns $12,000 a year.
She conducts a business of $1,600,000 a year.
Every year she sails to the Old World and
wandera in search of Oriental objects of art
for American consumption, For six months
of ench year she goes bargain hunting in
China, Japan and India. She takes with
her on these Journeys letters of credit for
$200,000 to $400.000 to pay for the rare bits
of jade, the vases that are worth far more
than their weight in gold, and the anclent
ermbroideries, the product of the brains of
dead mansters of drawing and color. She is
the woman who has solved many of the
mysteries of the BEast,

This woman did not begin her business
career with the ambitlon which she has
achleved. The sole alm and single purpose
of the young widow wans to support and edu-
cate her little son. To all her world save
herself he seemed a heavy lability. "It costs
#0 much to bring up a boy and send him
through &chool, even If he lves," sang the
svmpathy chorus of nelghbors,

Mre. MeCleary Hfted her head. It Is o
habit of hers. A good habit because [is
splritunl  correspondence i resolve. By

would support that little seven-year-old min
of hers. She would educate him adequnately,
traln him fully for the life fray. She was
sure she would for she would use the final
aunee of her energy for the task.

Life has justified her falth and her high

resolve. She did support the lttle lahility
whom she lovingly regarded as an jsset,
Zhe sent him to and through college. She
has seen him established as a fArst ronking

chemist in an Eastern olty. From which she
argues that every woman must have an Im-
portant incentive to succeed.

“The greatest Incentlve s to have to
work,” she says,

The “how" of Mra MeCleary's success
atory olings, Burrllke, to the memory It

stirs one to laughter at the old myth nl' Iuek
and to falth in the reality of applicd pluck.

The young widow, with her little world of
obligation pressing heavily upon lier, anked
for work nt the shop In question, The
superintendent inquired about her previous

exporience. Bhe had none save
ot the Income at home she hnd done sofne
embroidery, hack In Urbann, 111 She had
smbroidered table ploces and lowels for her
friends and had taken up the work of em-
hrofderer for an embroldery in Fifth
nvenie, but after a month’s llincss, broke off
this connection.

There was a vacancy In the Japanese goods

hat to eke

nse

Week to $12,000 a Year

in the basement. She fook her place behind
Lhe counter at $7 a week. ‘e

Seven dollars a week would not maintain
the little lad at home and provide her own
simple necessities. Something else had to be
done, The something was what she could
best do. She summoned her old and tested
aecomplishment, f@mbroldery. She worked
from 8 to § o'clock In the basement of the de-
partment store and embroidered table and
bed linen at night.

“Often 1 sat up until 2 and 3 o'elock in
the morning embroldering” she sald. "I
parned more at the embroldery than In the
store, | embroldered a bedapread for a
friend. It was in cross stitch and violets.
She paid me $100."

Hut human energy and syesight have their
limite. Myrtle McCleary saw that the per-
manent upward way Was by means of the
little Japanese booth In the basement. Bhe
thought and thought about the Japanese
goods

Sho longed for a stock different than that
of any sther Japaness goods counter she had
seon. One day she arranged some brilliantly
colored stuff on the counter as a bnekground
for the fans and vases and was rebuked for
it. The buyer sald no one else had ever In-
troduced colored fabrics as a background.
He didn't llke it. She sighed and folded the
beautify) colored silk and placed it back on
the shelf,

She dared to make suggestions for a
trifling rearrangement of the stock. She
learned that she was “‘fussy.” But she was
not discouraged. She might not please the
huyer but she always pleassd the customer,
provided the shop had the desired article in
stook., If they did not she swiftly made a
memoranda of the lack and earnestly ad-
vised the purchase of it

The successive male buyers classed Mrs.
Myrtle McCleary as a pestiferous disturber
of the old order. Hut in his ofMice, far above
the basement, the superintendent noted the
gum of her dally snles slipa, By reason of
this hor salary grew from §7 to $8 and §10
and $12 a wealk, Bhe was earning 312 a week
when the superintendent appointed her as-
slstant buyer. She was not permitted to ac-
company the lovdly male buyer about town
for souvenirs of the Flowery Kingdom. But
{6 her was voucheafed the privilege of re-
celving, assorting and arranging the stock of
his purchase. At which she rejoiced, for in-
novations In decorations would now he tol-
erated at the Japanese counter, Hers was
the joy of massing colors and pyramiding
wiares in a new and eMective way. The booth
took on & new and vital beauty. Women In-
tent upon the purchase of kitchen towels
paused to admire the Oriental ware so akil-
fully massed, and buy a small and [nexpen-
give vase for the “front room."

For nine years Myrtle McCleary worked

and learned in the basement. The last of
these years a new building was rearing its
overtopping frame hesalde the old store. Mrs.
McCleary called at the owner's office and
walted for the audlence which any employee
who asks may have.

“I called to suggest that the Oriental de-
partment be moved upstairs,” she said.

“Why, Mrs. McCleary?”

“Because the kind of person who will buy
good Oriental things won't come to the base-
ment to shop.”

It was a cogent argument, the head of
the house decided, and after a week the Jap-
anese goods were moved up stalrs to the
third floor and there remained. For her long
and excellent husement record, her initiative,
her vision In looking higher, she was made
head of the department. Which means that
she hought the goods and was responsibie for
thelr sales,

The first step on the road of Improvement
was an enlargement of the stock to Include
the products of other Asiatic countries. Mrs.
MceCleary proposed that the Orlental goods
should embrace those not only of Japan but
of China and Indin. She waas sent to the
aged countries to gather the eream of thele
products. On the first trip she accompanied
the store's “round the world buyer,” who
counselled her on shipboard, clasped her
hand at Yokohamna. invoked for her the “hest
aof luck In the world" and contlnued his own
journey of clreumnavigation of the globe.

On her Arst trip as a bayer, which was her
first trip to As=in, she established a record.
The dark skinned folk discovered that she
“made one price and stuek ta IL"

8he has arrnnged the Orlental ebhjecta de-
partment in the form of n house with thres
rooms. Fach room Ix arranged as o0 hand-
some room would be appointed In Toklo or
Pekin or Ceylon. Many of the objecte there.
in she bought In Bastern homes. If a cllent
wishes to study the ohjlects of art, folding
doors or rare draperies leave him alone with
the attendant to dlscuss them. Tt wns |n
the Chinese room that Mrs. MeCleary made
her Iargest sale, that of a pleco of fade of
flawless green. Its price was $22.000, [t pn.
riches a private collection whose owner will
begqueath {t to a publlc museum of art,

Do you suppose that this woman In midale
lite has achieved her ambition? 8he has
achieved successive ambitions, hut rm.r
active mind new ones are born. Two oW
accompany her days and Linrch persistently
through haer nights

n

“I want to veach $100.000 sales |n ohe
day,” she says. “We have nearly roached It
but not quite. And T want to set intg Tihes

T want to visit

and buy things in the For.
bidden Clty,  There's n temple thore (n " ”\.rl
the eollection is so procious (hat the “.r‘r,'l

men who arranged it wer buried wlive
walls. I want to ses iL" -




